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•How long have you been teaching?
My first experience teaching was in 1979 while in graduate school.  I was funded as a teaching assistant.  They assigned me to 
teach a laboratory course in microbiology before I had taken any coursework of my own in the subject. And needless to say I 
had no teacher training whatsoever.  Well, it was such an unmitigated disaster that the professor for the course was both 
dumbfounded and speechless.  Not to be discouraged, the following year my teaching didn’t suck and I was on my way.

But I didn’t really think that I would teach as a career until sometime during my first postdoctoral research job, which was in the 
genetics department there.   I remember this undergrad who walked into my office to ask for help with a question on something 
called trihybrid crosses.  He had already talked to his professor and TA, but couldn’t understand a word they were saying.  I 
didn’t know trihybrid crosses from Adam, but he looked so desperate I figured it couldn’t hurt to work through the topic together 
using the textbook.  I was actually surprised when he got it, and then and there I realized I enjoyed helping people learn and had
a knack for it.

I taught at the college level off and on for a number of years while doing basic research in university and government labs. At 
some point I felt the time was right to move on to something else and eventually I gravitated towards urban education starting 
with a small private school in downtown Milwaukee called the Business and Banking Institute.  It was a new and fascinating 
experience for me.  Of the sixty-ish students, most were single moms and MPS dropouts.  Some were taking advantage of the 
W2 program (welfare-to-work) funding and had no intention of doing the work part, and a few were seriously disturbed people in 
need of intensive psychiatric care, but most genuinely welcomed the opportunity to turn their lives around.  When the school 
closed its doors I was encouraged by a friend who was a librarian in MPS to apply for a science teaching position in the district.  

I was hired that fall with an emergency license to teach bilingual biology at Riverside.  That was back in 1999.  Even though I 
was competent when it came to college teaching, nothing could have prepared me for this.  The first few months were more than
difficult – it felt like I was being skinned alive day after day.  I didn’t have a clue how to manage a class or present information to 
hyperactive young teenagers, but I was confident things would work out and stuck with it.  The next year I went to Bay View High
School, then returned to Riverside in 2010.  

•What were your dreams when you were younger?
My father taught art at the State University of New York at New Paltz, and was an amazing and accomplished landscape artist.  
My mother also has been (and still is at 88!) an incredible artist, a sculptor.  They did inspire me with their passion for art, but 
although I had the talent I didn’t have the patience.  What I did have patience for, however, was science, and I wanted to be an 
ornithologist.  It turns out that a well-known bird-of-prey expert lived only half a mile away, Heinz Meng.  He was a great 
influence on me and encouraged me to look more closely at nature.  He taught me how to stuff birds and loaned me slides of 
protozoa and insect parts to examine with my hobby microscope.  I also spent a lot of time trekking through woods and fields 
and perched high in the branches of trees to identify birds through my binoculars, checking off species in my Peterson’s Guide.  
Later on I decided I wanted to become a physician, but by the time I went to college I couldn’t think of a single reason why and 
dropped from pre-med to go into biology research.  

•What do you like to do with family? What about in your time?
I actually have a fairly interesting family history on my father’s side.  His grandparents were native to the Ukraine but were forced
to leave the country in 1904 during the Russian anti-Jewish pograms.   His grandfather arrived in America first and when he had 
earned enough money to pay passage he sent for his wife and children.  Unfortunately, the ship (the Norge) hit a reef off the 
coast of Scotland and sank.  The lifeboat the Wechslers were in was vastly overloaded and the survivors were panicking and 
using oars to beat drowning people on the head to keep them from grabbing onto the boat and tipping it over.  Fortunately, 
someone recognized the captain, who had gone down with the ship but by some miracle had resurfaced.  They brought him 
aboard and he constructed a sail from the canvas of the life vests and because he knew navigation he was able to steer the boat
to shore instead of being swept northward into the Arctic Ocean.  If it weren’t for him I probably wouldn’t be here. 

In my own life I have been married now for 30 years to my wife, Ingrid, who recently retired from teaching science at Marquette 
University.  She loves to travel in her mini-RV and somehow has convinced me to go with her summers even though I’d rather 
fly and get there already.  OK…I admit I like the camping part, as long as there are no ticks, mosquitoes or biting flies.  Other 
than that I enjoy table tennis, bowling, hiking and biking, and movies.  I also play classical guitar and occasionally take on an art 
project.  Last summer I did some video editing and created a new website for my father’s artwork.  I also taught myself how to do
car body repair and am currently fixing up a ’92 Mazda Miata in my garage.  

•Any clubs or team you run? When did you start them?
When I was at Bay View I had a student challenge me to a game of chess.  I didn’t know how to play at all.  I didn’t mind it, even 
though I lost miserably, and over time I began to improve and became involved with the school’s chess team.  At Riverside I 
took over for Coach White and have been running the team now for two years.  I really enjoy working with this fabulous group of 
young adults and it’s been a privilege to watch how they have grown in both dedication and skill..  

•What is your PhD in? What kept you motivated in school?



When I was an undergraduate student at SUNY Stony Brook, where I majored in biological sciences, I became interested in 
pursuing a career as a research scientist.  One day I entered the biology building and walked up and down the halls until I found 
a lab door that was open.  I introduced myself to the professor who ran the lab and we had a nice talk.  He agreed to take me on
as a research intern studying how bacterial ribosomes work.  After graduating, with his recommendation I secured a job as a 
technician in a large, busy lab at the Rockefeller Institute in Manhattan, whose focus was the study of adenovirus DNA structure 
and function.  There was a lot of excitement at the time because the DNA field had just been invented and everybody was 
discovering something new and important.  This inspired me to continue my education and I was accepted into the microbiology 
program at the University of Minnesota Medical School.  The first year I had no life because I spent every minute during the day 
taking classwork, teaching or in the lab working on my research project.  At night I generally studied until late, often until 1 am.   
What motivated me to keep on going was reminding myself that I had made a commitment to giving this my best shot no matter 
what it took.  The experience changed me as a person – I became much more outgoing and gained confidence in my 
capabilities and my capacity to succeed.


